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SANITARY SCIENCE.

A SCEPTICAL VIEW OF THE SUBJETT.
WAGARIEs OF BANITARY STIENCE. By F. I

Dibble, M, D, Pp. 462, J. B Lipplucott Compniy.

Even the people who are satirized in this
book, & they have proper cepacity for enjoving
& good thing, should get some pleasure from
the pain of thelr castigation. There is To need
of taking sides here with Dr. Dibble. As is
sald sometimes of women, Le has s tongue of
his own., Whether tight or wrong, he has no
lack of argument. 1t is n characteristie super-
stition of swvages that no human beige can die
a patdral death. It a man is not Killed in
fight, his demise must be due to witchoraft or
demonine sgoney, or to a stroke from the gaonls
Essentially, Dr. Dihble intimutes thal the popl-
lar view of disease in modern eivilized nations
s different only in degree from that of savages,
and he depicts sanitary sclence s merely  the
formal statement of popular eredulity His hook
{s & natural outeome of the rev nlsion in these
closing years of the nine deonth contury against
theories which have damivated Englind and the
United Stutes and to a less extont ather eonn-
tries for @ gemernion, Tt is inspired by the
seepticism  which, along the whaole line of recent
speculation and ancient tradition, is demanding
to know what the airy, shyv-seraping struetires
of physieal science, of hallowed theology, are
built upen, and what the material is that has
gone into their construction. The answors thut
are given to this sespticism are Dy no meins sutis
factory. What the questioner wwnis are proafs
what he gets are formilas that have heen moie
or less useful to investigitors and theorists of
the ninetesnth ecantury, bnt which require fo
he teated snew in the dawnineg light of a new
age. It Is  only one of the  struet
ures proudly raised by thie last generntion and eh-
lurged and decorated by the present ene whieh the
author seeks not morely to oSt but to over
throw. 1le grants, to becin with, the utility,
within s certain narrow lmits, what he prac-
tically denounces 08 superstition, Sanitary
scienca has had the indirect result of promoting
personal and public cleanliness, But he in-
pists that the purpose whiell it aimed at, the
lessening of cortain classes of disense, Mas not
been attalned; that the averize duration of
buman lfe has not ineropsed sinea the ltl"""n'll-"l
of this scivnce us rupidly as It did before such
a science was thought of: in short, that the
whole system of modern  sinitation, from 2
strictly ecientifle point of view, ix—nat to
too fine a phrase—a himbug.  * 11"
“u body of wmen, for gpeenlative purposes:
{f @ certain number, Aestitute of fndustey
talent in the plienomena of natures, and titiated
by irritable medioerity to uspire to b nomin
if umatenr pu!lmlhru'u- 8
to break the monotony
or all of thess,
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chist object in life is
of an alagant leisure—if any,
to appeasa their thirst for the public money,
or to satisfy thefr Inst for power, o to defizht
“their vanity, combine to Lpose on the popttlar
wind, to excite fear anil panie by pres emding
that the sir, water, soil, fond and public dm-
provements are §0 heset by perils to healfi and
lfe that they caunot he onjoyed hy the pulilh
unless they are controlled threugh  legishtive
enactments, hy the speculators, ps didn-selentists
and pseudo-philantliropists, it ix the privilege of
the medical practitioner 1o ( immh_u..
It its promoters tuke the gronnd unless
the terrors of disease and death
ps the penalty, the dunuer is that  the
common herd will relapre into barharism, filtl
sud misery from elegance and enmfort—then it is
for cach physician to judge how far he will
fend himself to extend unil perpetiote the de
Jusion.”

The general plan of the honk ix very simple, Afra
briefly, and it must be saud Very i wdeguately,
outlining the history of devices for the prevention
of disease in ancient and medigeval times, a chap-
ter is devoted to the populur movement half
century ago in Great Thitain which grew out of
investigations of the eomlditicns of the laborin:
clussa. The conscientions qualms of the welle
to-do people respeoting their follow heings in
distrass soon touk the form, Dr. Dibble intimites,
of unreasoning terror in their own behalt. Though
the Lopdon poor had never been ntherwise than
miserable and filthy and overcrowded, vet, now
that the facts were known, they were fnterpreted
ss having a totally ditment meaning 1roi that
which they lad before. Peopls confounded the
discovery of a state of things with the origin of
that state of things. It was as il the poor had
yesterduy  been  well-fed and  wellalistributed,
clean and econtented, und todday Were Wreid e l,
crowded and diseagad.  Dr. Dibble does not pnor-
the fasta brought out hy the InvestiZutlims anl

leelare the
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it Is to be presumed approves of peforis I
only points out that the condition of the proaple
and the state of the public were not shown by

seientifio tests to bear that relution tu each wtlier
which was usserted by the new relormers.

The rise of sanitary sclence n the I'niteu
States is aseribed by the wuthor wholly to thut
familior principle, *1ts so kugli=l, you know

P P
Javing thus sketched the bListory of the new
movement, he tukes up the principles wiieh af
pilvocated, under the heads ol air, water, soli,
pewer-gus, ceteteries, publie funerals, meat, mith,
filth  diseases, so-called,  typhowd l'.r:. vell uw
fever, cholern, thphtheriy, epulemios i goneral
and then descends upon bourds of liealth and
upon vital stutistics Thess varions chupters
sre made up Inrgely of guotations from public
reports of Various States, cities anid towns
thils country and of l“.uruju'rlll ation=, niwst ol
which represeut the nrnl.uur\ views of the dyy
snd are countervalld by other quotations fron:
polentitio smen and by r--lr-u-h----.- to stutistics,
'his wethod ou the fuce of it is in accordauee

with the usual Yl'ul'lll'" of scientilic  cottros
Versy. Is would be necessary, ho o
fnto minute detall in order o thie
merits of his argument. In a general way, he

may be said to contradict in the most positive
manuer every proposition that =unitury  sciencse
has advanc He would have filth removed
becauss it is bad in i1slf, and he would urge
deunlmmu because it ds good m itsell: bur that

the ope is & cause of disease, or the other o
pmpl;{ino{ic aguinst ity he holds apparently as
an opinion of no more scientific valie than th
superstitions of medigeval times when = the gs-
tute reformer discoversd the etiolopy ot epi-

demies in xhe machinations of the Jews, aud

his prophylaxis consisted in first robbing unl
then roasting and hanging  these unbippy
people.”  He dt‘l’]lt“t thut the decay of organic

matty, thut drinking-water, that contact with
& 00 , that meat or milk in a narural con
ditlon, have uny recognizable effect on iseu s
He assorts the utter usclessness of quurantine
regulations, and Le more then intimures the
futility of boanls of health,

Dibhle advises -Ml-ral chisses of peaple
not to read his book. © On the sther hand, those
timid people who for the lust thirty vears have
had tlleir waking lonrs vexed and their slesp
plagned by un unceasiug procession of sanitary
terrors are invited to vead it. It may comfore
them."
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the great

placid waters of

TOURISTS SAY

THE WATER VIEWS

WEST NECK PARK

SHELTER ISLAND,

Are not surpassed in this country. Here are two of them: one showing

: PECONIC BAY : : :

from the rocky, wooded bluffs of the Park, and another, the charming

WEST NECK PARK BAY,

which lies on the other side of the Park from Peconic, and with the quie
hr-aut\' of its smaller area and pastoral surroundings is a pleasing con-

trast with the grander sweep of the larger bay.

' You Caxy Prrciase MacNiriceNT BrinpiNG SITES oN Eiruer of

these Bays, cheaper now than you will be able to do so later. Indulge

yourself and your family in a day's
Write to

JOHN L. NOSTRAND,

outing and see the place.

ROBT. C. BRECKENRIDGE,

Agent, Boreel Building,

Owner,
WEANT NEUCK PARK, ANEILTER ISLAND, 113 BROADWAY,
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